STAN LEE PRESENTS: 


GOO? EVENING, MR. 
SANCHEZ WIM AFRAID 
YOURE FOUR DAYS IN 
ARREARS ON YOUR 
POLICE PROTECTION 
PAYMENT PLAN. 


IM DEFINITELY 
GOING TO WIRE YOU THE 
MONEY THIS FRIDAY, 
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JOEY’S JOINT 


Every so often, pundits and people in 
the know predict the end of the super hero 
genre. More often, a series of books 
depicting the way super heroes would 
behave in the “real world” threatens to be 
the “last word” on the subject. 

Still, while these wise pundits and great 
series may have affected and informed the 
styles of current stories, the genre shows 
no slide in popularity, while such other 
comic book staples such as romance, war, 
Westerns, and espionage have fallen by 
the wayside, We alone publish enough 
‘super hero titles to satisfy even the most 
voracious acolyte. Why are there no signs 
of slowing? 

Here's one answer, We're all too well 
aware of our own limitations in an increas- 
ingly frustrating world and its many injus- 
tices. Super heroes have no such limita- 
tions. In the thirties, super heroes vented 
thelr outrage at slur by tossing them 
off the roofs of their decaying buildings. 
Today, they settle the drug problem in the 
streets, rail against disease and death, and 
grapple with cosmic questions that would 
make Stephen Hawking's head spin. In 
short, super heroes hold out the promise 
‘of quick solutions to complex and baffling 
problems. With the exception of science 
fiction, of which we're an offshoot, it's the 
‘only genre that promises any solutions to 
society's iis. Put classically, super heroes 
take arms against a sea of troubles, and, 
by opposing, end them. 

This brings me ‘round to the title we're 
releasing this month. t's THE PUNISHER 
2099. 


In it, technology has made the world a 
colder place. Cool and distant, even the 
police keep a removed and alienated 
watch on a city under constant surveil- 
lance. it is warmed only by the hot cross- 
fire of illegal blasters. 

Down these mean streets rides the 
high-tech, high-velocity Punisher of the 
future, Jake Gallows, a man who has 
inherited the war diary and the thirst for 
justice of his namesake. Pat Mills and 
Tony Skinner wrote an origin and adven- 
tures that speed by at a bristling, breakneck 
pace. Tom Morgan and Jim Palmiotti 
have created slick, sleek artwork to match 
them, 

They've created a super hero for the 
nineties. The twenty-nineties, | mean. 
We're continuing the super hero tradition 
into the next century ... and you get to join 
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host Rider roasting on an open fire 

... leeman nipping at your nose 

It's the holiday season, the 

time for peace on Earth and good 
comics for all men (and women)! 

Since it is the season of giving, we 
thought we'd approach some of our 
mightiest scribblers and scriveners and 
see what they would most like to 
receive this year. 

Santa's little helper, Jim Starlin, 
busy launching the all-new WARLOCK 
CHRONICLES series in ‘93, is eager for 
a little getaway. Said Jim: “I'd like to 
take a trip back to Mexico — Yucatan 
or Quantana Roo.” 

THE SILVER SURFER's Ron Marz, 
who's never walked through a winter 
wonderland — but has slogged through 
a summer swampland — has needs a 
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litle closer to home: “I'd like a twelve- 
foot Christmas tree with lots of little 
white lights and a house big enough to 
put it in!” 

Christmas caroller Michael Gal- 
lagher, the guiding star of the 
GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY, has a 
very special wish for the holidays. 
“What I'd like to see for Christmas 
would be a comic book featuring the 
heroes who volunteered to help the vic- 
tims of Hurricane Andrew when it hit 
here in south Florida.” Michael definite- 
ly gets our humanitarian award for most 
unselfish wish. 


KNOW, MARY. 


Receiver of Coal in His Stocking 
Rick Parker, best-known for his car- 
tooning wizardry here on this page and 
each month in MARVEL AGE, has an 
equally thoughtful wish. Said Rick, “I 
want my book, ‘Everything | Really 
Need To Know | Learned From Televi- 
sion,’ to sell a million copies!" 

Rick's wife, BARBIE writer Lisa Tru 
siani, who believes in Santa Claus but 
thinks the Easter Bunny is a crue! hoax, 
has the perfect holiday gift idea: “I think 
it would be nice if my stocking was filled 
with BARBIE comics!” 

QUASAR penciler Andy Smith, who 
once built a snowman just so he could 
watch it melt, has a wish that comes 
from his genes. Said Andy, “l want my 
‘own Levi's commercial!” 

The world's tallest elf, Larry Hama, 
of WOLVERINE and G.l 
JOE fame, has an extra- 
special wish: “World 
peace.” Sure, Larry, but 
if you get it and it's the 
wrong size, where do 
you go to exchange it? 

George Perez, who 
is dreaming of an off- 
white Christmas — 
maybe something in 
eggshell — is currently 
celebrating the release of 
his blockbuster two- 
issue HULK limited 
series with Peter David, 
FUTURE IMPERFECT. 
“The two things | most 
need are: time, to meet 
all my deadiines, and 
space, to keep all my ref- 
erence. Space and time 
— the two greatest ene- 
mies of any freelancer!” 

Finally we have 
assistant editor Barry 
Dutter, who thinks the 
Grinch didn't steal 
Christmas — he just borrowed it for a 
while. Barry is currently working on a 
graphic novel called FURY, about the 
early years of SHIELD, and wants to up 
the ante on a previous wish. “! want my 
book with Rick Parker, ‘Everything | 
Really Need To Know | Learned From 
Television,’ to sell TWO million copies! 
Remember, it's the perfect stocking 
stuffer!” 

‘And on that note, we wish you all a 
happy holiday season. May your bells 
‘ever-jingle, may your eag ever nog, and 
remember — if you see Aunt May com- 
ing, get out from under that mistietoe! 


HYPELINE: ON SALE THIS WEEK 


BA-1 #3: Presenting king ofthe hil, 
otaaeet ane 
BICONAN SAGA 471: Liko the 
sands in an hourglass, these are 


art! 
GI MARVEL Comics #122: More 
Wolverine/Venom, plus Two-Gun 


Kia! 
In full colour! Reprinting the very 
first Dr. Who story ever! 


IB THE INCOMPLETE DEATH'S. 
HEAD #2: 4 reprint — and more! 

INCREDIBLE HULK: PAST 
IMPERFECT: By David & Perez! 
‘YESIIN. We proudly present this 
month's achievement in comics, 


Gi MARVEL REQUIRER #35: FREE! 
And a bargain at twice the price! 


NEW WARRIORS #32: 
-stars out the wazoo! 


Men! 


I MOTORMOUTH #9: At last — 
‘Tom Defic rhs ow sei! 
lust kidding. Another UK triumph! 


Beginning a new 4-part story with 


IB PUNISHER 2090 #1: There's all- 
‘pew types of punishment in the 
‘Marvel Universe of the future! 

IB SPECTACULAR SPIDER-MAN 
#497: With 4 of the original X- 


TEAM HELIX #2: Woiverine 
guest stars in this series that 
‘comes from the U.K. to you! 

WILLIAM SHATNER’S. 
‘TEKWORLD #8: Wiliam Shatner 
hhas always been a great writer — 
‘but did you know he’s an actor, 
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The Sixties wore about Politics 
The Seventies wore about Self. 
The Eightios wore about Greed. 
The Nineties will be about Crime. 


OUT OF MY HEAD 


which, coincidentally, is one of ist 
powerful tales you'll read all year. 
y Pa iN q, 
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TMD - Telsar - Mixx -Fullbeard - JDStrutts 
Groveman -Jnx - MMMBacon -Seo - Dell4C 
Solomon Grundy - Neon Vincent -|- Gothman -|- 


